Pre-emptive Raises and Cue Bids
Responding to partner's opening bid or overcall when there
is interference from opponent

Your responses to partner's opening bid or overcall are different when
the opponents are also bidding. Now pre-emptive bids and cue bids
are used to describe your hand.

A pre-emptive bid wouild normally show less then a free bid (6 pts).
In other words, 5 points or fewer AND extra length (4+ for majors
and 5+ for minors).

A cue bid is a valuable tool used to describe a limit raise or better.
(good 9 pts + at a minimum). You could even have a full opening
hand and use the cue bid.

So, used in combination with just a simple raise (6 pts - to bad 9 pts),
a pre-emptive raise (5 pts or less and extra length), and cue bids
(limit raise or better - good 9 pts +) you are now equipped to
accurately describe your hand to partner.

Example 1
Your partner opens 1 Heart, your RHO (right hand opponent)
bids 2 Clubs. Your options:

X X X X X X X X X

K x x KQxx KJxx

Q10 xx Q10xx 109 xxx

K x x A X X

8 Pts 11 Pts 4 Pts

Bid 2 Hearts Bid 3 Clubs Bid 3 Hearts
Simple Raise Cue Bid Pre-emptive

CUE BID WITH GOOD HANDS AND JUMP WITH BAD HANDS!!
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Example 2

Your partner opens 1 Spade and your RHO opponent bids

3 Diamonds. Your options:

K x x KJ10 x x
QJxxx A X X

X X X X X X
Qxx X

8 Pts 8 Pts

Bid 3 Spades Bid 4 Spades

Siimple Raise  Didn't Cue Bid
NOT Opening
Hand

Example 3

QJ1o0 Alx
AJ10x AKQxx
X X
QJ10xx K x X x
11 Pts 17 Pts

Bid 4 Diamonds Bid 4 Diamonds
Limit or Better Over 4 Sp by
Cue Bid partner - bid 4NT

Your partner opens 1 Spade and your RHO opponent bids

2 Hearts. Your options:

Qxx QJx

X X X X

Kx XX x AQXxXxx
J10 x Qxx

6 Pts 11 Pts

Bid 2 Spades Bid 3 Hearts
Simple Raise Cue Bid

QlJxx
X
J10 x x X
X X X

4 Pts
Bid 3 Spades
Preemptive
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Example 4
Your partner opens 1 Diamond and your RHO oppenent

Doubles. Your Options.

X X A X X X X

A XX X X X

QX XXX KX XXX Al Xxxx
X X X KJxx X X X X
6 Pts 11 Pts 5 Pts

Bid 2 Diamonds REDOUBLE Bid 3 Diamonds
Simple Raise Shows 10+ Pts Pre-emptive

The Redouble is your only option on the second hand.
The Redouble at this point only tells partner that you
have at least 10 points. It says nothing about Diamonds.
Your next bid will clarify your limit raise in Diamonds.
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Playing Smarter, Not Harder: Bridge Tools

v

That Help You Improve
Ve

Bridge Base Online “BB0O” The biggest online venue for playing live bridge.

www.bridgebase.com
Bridge Master — Interactive play problems that teach technique and timing.
Just Play Bridge — Quick, no-pressure hands you can play anytime.
ACBL Sanctioned Club Games — Real players, real master points, all day long.

The Wednesday Morning Tournament by Gavin Wolpert & Rob Barrington
www.youtube.com/@bridgelesson/streams

A weekly live stream and replay of an actual online tournament they play together on
BBO — complete with full commentary. Gavin and Rob pause to explain every
decision, making it a fun and instructive watch for all players.

Follow the thinking process of expert players — not just the result.

Before each decision think and ask, “What would I do here?”

Take notes and discuss tricky situations or concepts with a mentor or fellow
player.

IntoBridge Daily Challenge: Play against an expert at your own pace, for free.
https://play.intobridge.com/lobby

Just five hands a day — a quick, bite-sized bridge workout.

Compare your bidding evaluation and line of declarer play against the

professionals.

Watch the day’s analysis video on YouTube, and check your progress on the

leader board.




